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Summary: Youth Violence Prevention in Latin America and the Caribbean: A Scoping Review of the Evidence
The rate of violence has been increasing over the years, the level at which young people are engaged in violence is alarming. Rising levels of youth violence have resulted in the establishment of policies by the nation to lower and prevent youth violence. Young people living in low-income regions are more prone to violence and almost half of these youth gets killed before their 31st birthday. Several governmental agencies, for instance, the United States Agency for International Development and nongovernmental organization are in the front row in developing systems that will reduce the escalating violence rates.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Violence prevention and reduction programs such as cure violence pilot program, School-based and education projects, youth development, early childhood development and gender-based violence prevention projects have been implemented. The cure violence pilot program in Trinidad is a replica of the U.S. Operation Ceasefire which uses esteemed individuals from the at-risk community to diffuse the violence before it spreads. The School-based and education projects are class-based and often delivered by the teachers however them may be part of the school’s policy. The project's objectives are to minimize violence both in and outside the school premises. Evidence from Chile shows that lengthening the school day can reduce youth violence as the young people can learn how to face life challenges.
The youth development programs have been implemented to instill life skill in young people. This program is focused on youth development to reduce the need for young people to join the gangs and become trapped in violence. The Early childhood development strategy involves early detection and addressing of child behavior problems which will reduce the occurrence of violent behaviors in adult life. Finally, a gender-based violence prevention program aims at adjusting the appropriate attitude toward individuals of opposite sex and protection of children in violent families.
In conclusion, the youth violence prevention and reduction strategies have shown positive feedback in tackling the rising violence levels. The policies are now being utilized in other nations in the Caribbean to control criminal violence levels. The violence reduction and prevention strategies are a way of providing citizens with secure societies.
